
Walla Walla Valley
We always look forward to "blending week," the three-day tasting marathon of evaluating a 
hundred or so wine samples from different vineyards, blocks, and varieties. Every year, the 
blending session begins with our John Lewis Reserve. Our goal is to make the best possible 
Syrah from the vintage. We always start the same way, lining up our favorites in the cellar, 
usually those fermented in concrete & aged in puncheons. All wines are tasted blind and 
rated. Three vineyards consistently rise to the top for Syrah – Forgotten Hills, Red Willow, 
and Les Collines.

Since 2017, Les Collines has been the star performer for the John Lewis cuvee, especially the 
famed Block 46. While we have multiple blocks across the hill, if we were to establish a John 
Lewis historical vineyard score sheet, Les Collines Block 46 would be the champion. It's an 
incredible piece of land situated at the base of the Blue Mountains, ideally suited for Syrah 
and the style we want to make at Gramercy. As with Burgundian Grand Cru vineyards, the 
mid-slope is the ideal location giving incredible aromatics, racy acidity, and firm tannins. The 
2019 John Lewis is again solely based on Block 46 at Les Collines Vineyard.
 
The 2019 vintage was "Gramercy Vintage" – perfect for our style. While still warm by 
historical standards, the 2019 vintage was cool, with few heat spikes during the summer. The 
temperature dropped 5 to 20 degrees below average in September, and it never really got 
warm again. Acid for dayzzz. The cool vintage also gave the wine tannic grippiness, perfect 
for long-term aging. Wait 3 years, optimally 6 years, for the wine to start coming into its full 
potential. Will age for 15+ years.
  
We fermented the wine 90% whole cluster in a large concrete tank for 21 days with native 
yeasts. Selected from a large 2000-liter cask and 500-liter puncheons, the resultant wine is 
90% neutral oak and 10% new French oak from a single puncheon. The Syrah, never racked, 
was aged for 19 months, then bottled unfined and unfiltered. 

Tasting Notes: Very aromatic. Saline, iron, green olive, orange peel oil, pur-
ple flowers - mountain laurel. Pepperoni and salami. Green herb, sage, smoke, 
black pepper, Middle Eastern spice. Both red and black fruits, though more 
black fruit than usual. Firm acid. Grippy. Crazy balance with medium-plus 
tannins. Richer than normal. Red fruit is more apparent on the palate. Great 
combination of depth, intensity, and complexity. Elegant but powerful. It 
coats the entire palate, especially the mid-palate. A wow wine. 
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Blend: 100% Syrah

Vineyard: Les Collines

Whole Cluster: 90%

Aging:  19 months in 10% new French 
Oak Puncheons & Foudre

Alcohol: 13.0%

Winery Retail: 95

Case Production: 240 Cases

Drinking Window: 2025 - 2045

Jeb Dunnuck: 96+ points                  

Wine Enthusiast: 96 points, Editors Choice 

Wine Advocate: 95 points                  

International Wine Report: 96 points

2019 Syrah "John Lewis" Reserve


