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2019 "Les Collines" Syrah
Walla Walla Valley

Our history with Les Collines Syrah began in 2005. It was the very first vineyard partnership 
for the winery, firming our decision to come to Washington to make wine. Planted in 2000, 
Les Collines has established itself, in a relatively short time, as one of the preeminent Syrah 
vineyards in Washington and beyond.

Les Collines Vineyard, located in the Blue Mountains on the eastern side of the Walla Walla 
Valley, sits between 1,140-1,370 feet elevation. We work with the upper slopes - Block 36, 
Block 46, and Block 49. Why is this the sweet spot, particularly for Syrah? Because at this 
altitude, the vineyard receives cooler temperatures and more rain than the surrounding valley. 
Here, we achieve the perfect balance of structure and flavor while minimizing alcohol levels.

In 2016, we decided to make our first vineyard-designated Les Collines Syrah. For years, the 
vineyard was the base of our John Lewis Reserve and Walla Walla Syrah. As the vineyard 
matured, we felt it deserved to stand alone each year so collectors could see the expressions of 
the wine through different vintages. After tasting the development of the 2016 Les Collines 
Syrah, it's obvious that the choice to make a vineyard designate of the site was correct. Upon 
release, angular and stemmy, it is now resolving its tension and blossoming into an incredi-
bly balanced wine. We have made two introductions to the 2019 Les Collines Syrah. First, 
we grafted Block 49 from Cabernet to Syrah some years ago. Block 49 lies directly adjacent 
to the great Syrah Block 46; however, it gives different aromatics and structure. We are so 
excited about this block and its contribution to the wine. Additionally, we loved the recent 
co-fermentations with Viognier from past vintages. The 3% Viognier provides a floral com-
ponent and amps the aromatics to eleven.

The 2019 Les Collines Syrah is a blend Blocks 36, 46, and 49 spanning the steeper section of 
the vineyard. It was fermented 85% whole cluster with native yeasts for 20-24 days in mostly 
concrete. The wine was aged in a large, neutral cask & 500-liter puncheons for 17 months.

Tasting Notes: Classic Syrah and what we love about Les Collines. Smoke, 
pepper, Italian meats. Red and blue fruit for days. Purple flowers. Wow, that 
is Syrah. On the palate, screaming acidity and freshness. Tannins are firm, 
but silky. More red fruit on the palate and the green herbs emerge. Amazing 
length & complexity. This is going to give the John Lewis a run for its money.
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Blend: 97% Syrah, 3% Viognier

Vineyard: Les Collines

Aging:  17 months in 4% new French 
Oak Puncheons, Barrels, & foudre

Alcohol: 13.0%

Winery Retail: 60

Case Production: 289 Cases

Drinking Window: 2022 - 2040

Wine Enthusaist:  93 points, editors choice

Vinous:  93 points

International Wine Report: 94 Points


