
2016 Cabernet Sauvignon
Columbia Valley

The Cabernet Sauvignon always contains two vital parts - Phinny Hill and Sagemoor Vineyards. They 
are like chocolate and peanut butter together. However, 2016 saw a noteworthy introduction of our 
Estate vineyards in Walla Walla. For the past few years, we have moved the vineyards from sustainable 
to organic and are ecstatic with the results. 

The 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon is about 40% Phinny Hill, 33% Gramercy Estate and 27% Sagemoor 
– Bacchus & Dionysus blocks. Each vineyard is vital to the final blend. As always, Phinny is red fruit, 
backbone, and elegance. Sagemoor, with its aging vines 25 to almost 50 years old, is all about power 
and complexity. We have two estate vineyards in Walla Walla for Bordeaux varieties. Our JB George 
vineyard, across the street from the famed Pepper Bridge Vineyards, provided Cabernet. Brandon must 
have drunk an extra Red Bull that day, as we decided to ferment the Estate Cabernet in concrete, with 
fantastic results – mineral, tannin, smoke and, most of all, structure. In past years, Merlot from the old 
block at Pepper Bridge was included in the blend. In 2016, we used our JB George Estate Merlot. And 
lastly, we added a splash of Petit Verdot from our Octave Estate Vineyard, located adjacent to but high 
above Seven Hills Vineyard.

A note on Merlot. It’s always a guessing game on the amount of Merlot. Merlot fills in the gaps that 
can be missing from Cabernet, especially in the mid-palate. In 2015, Merlot represented about 15% 
of the blend, as it did in 2008. The 2016 is a return to tradition, in line with the 2013 (8%) and 2012 
(10%). 

Secondly, the Merlot is always Walla Walla Merlot. It adds intensity and complexity in the mid-palate 
that is unique to Walla Walla. Adding Merlot from other areas doesn’t ignite the spark for us. Walla 
Walla Merlot is the smack that Cabernet loves and needs. 

The 2016 Cabernet is a blend of 92% Cab Sauv, 7% Merlot & 1% Petit Verdot. It was aged in 30% 
new French oak and the remainder in 2-5-year-old French barrels. Per Brandon, “I think this is the 
best Columbia Valley Cabernet we have ever done.” 

Tasting Notes: Screams Cabernet all day. Red and black fruits, gravel, 
pencil lead. Cedar. Dark chocolate. Dust/dirt. Acid is medium+ with 
sexy, developed tannins. Huge, long finish. Almost juicy but very serious. 
Slight herbal edge. Oak 100% integrated. Wow. We made this?

Blend: 92% Cab Sauv, 7% Merlot, 
1% Petit Verdot

Vineyards: Phinny Hill, Bacchus,  
Gramercy Estate

Aging: 22 months in 30% New French 
Oak 

Alcohol: 14.1%

Winery Retail: 50

Case Production: 1493 Cases

Drinking Window: 2022 - 2042

Wine Advocate: 93 points

Wine Enthusiast: 92 points (Editor’s Choice)

Jeb Dunnuck: 92 points
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