2016 "John Lewis" Syrah
Walla Walla Valley

The 2016 John Lewis Syrah is perhaps my favorite we have ever made at Gramercy
Cellars. Why? This is a wine of freshness and balance. It is a wine to ponder and
consider. It is not a wine that hits you over the head with power. It requires thought
and contemplation. The 2016 vintage afforded us the ability to pick earlier than usual. The Syrah was ripe at very low Brix levels. We saw an opportunity to make a wine
that confidently tips its hat to the Old World Syrah.
When Brandon and I blend the wines, John Lewis is always the first wine considered.
Blending is a two to three-day marathon with a hundred or so lots evaluated. We
always start the same way. Line up the best lots that we have in the cellar, usually those fermented in concrete and aged in puncheons. All wines are tasted blind.
Three vineyards are always at the top – Forgotten Hills, Red Willow, and Les Collines,
usually Block 46. Sometimes there is a preeminent Syrah. In a number of the John
Lewis vintages, it was Les Collines 46. Even if we love one particular block, we always do some trial blends. In 2016, Forgotten Hills, the Phelps Clone block, was the
unrivaled victor. However, when we added Les Collines Block 46 and Red Willow, the
blend was the clear winner.

Blend: 100% Syrah
Vineyard: Forgotten Hills, Les Collines
Red Willow
Aging: 17 months in 11% new French
Oak Puncheons
Alcohol: 12.8%
Winery Retail: 85
Case Production: 200 Cases
Drinking Window: 2020 - 2045

The 2016 John Lewis Syrah is a barrel selection of our top vineyards – Red Willow, Forgotten Hills, and Les Collines. We fermented the wine 85% whole cluster
in a Nomblot concrete tank for 17- 25 days with native yeasts. The wine was aged
primarily in 500-liter puncheons with a few 225-liter neutral French barrels. All of
the oak was over three years old except for two new 500-liter puncheons. The wine,
never racked, was aged for 17 months then bottled unfined and unfiltered.
Tasting Notes: This wine is all about Florals – lavender, rose petal, potpourri. Asian spice, smoked meat, Provence herb. Strong mineral and gravel. On the palate, fresh and energetic, with red fruits – cranberry, strawberry, with a hint of blue fruit. Strong tannins with high acidity. Classic
cool region focused Syrah. A stunning version of John Lewis.

Wine Advocate: 95 points
Wine & Spirits: 94 points

WWW.GRAMERCYCELLARS.COM
635 N 13th Ave I Walla Walla, Wa 99362 I 509.876.2427

