2017 Gramercy Estates
Walla Walla Valley

Many people, even longtime Gramercy drinkers, don’t realize that we own three
estate vineyards. When in fact, after establishing the winery in 2005, one of the
first things Pam and I did was purchase a vineyard - our JB George vineyard. In
2007, we entered into a partnership with seven fantastic wine industry partners
to plant Octave Vineyard in the new SeVein area of Walla Walla AVA. We also
purchased Forgotten Hills Vineyard for Syrah in 2013.
This is our second Gramercy Estates offering, beginning in 2016, which was an
80% Merlot dominate blend. We went another way in 2017 - a 99% Cabernet
Sauvignon blend with 1% Merlot. Did the Merlot better the wine, or was it just
leftover? We will never tell.
While 2016 was sourced entirely from our 5-acre JB George Vineyard, across the
street from Pepper Bridge Vineyard, the 2017 Gramercy Estate Red is approximate 66% JB George and 34% Octave Vineyard. Octave is located high in the
SeVein development in Oregon adjacent to Seven Hills Vineyard.
The wine was fermented with native yeast in a combination of open and closed
top stainless steel tanks and pumped over 2 - 3 times a day. We aged it in 40%
new French oak for 22 months.
Blend: 99% Cabernet Sauvignon, 1%
Merlot

And yes, the Merlot made it considerably better, expanding the mid-palate. Yes,
one percent.

Vineyards: JB George Estate, Octave
Estate

Tasting Notes: A box of rocks - gravel, stone, mineral. Sweet tobacco and
clove from French Oak. Warm baked bread. The fruit is almost unidentifi-

Aging: 22 months in 40% new French
Oak
Alcohol: 14.2%
Winery Retail: 70
Case Production: 2090 Cases
Drinking Window: 2021 - 2038

able as the earth components dominate, but mostly blue and black

- black

currant, blueberry, plum, black cherry. A bit of green pepper, as Cabernet

ought to have. Medium+ tannin (they build), medium acid, and moderate al-

cohol, but still fresh. The wine shows more New World than the Columbia
Valley Cabernet. Milk chocolate, cocoa, warm Betty Crocker brownie with
cherry sauce.

Wine & Spirits: 93 points
Jeb Dunnuck: 92 points
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