
Columbia Valley
2016 "L'IdIot du VILLage" MourVÈdre

We’ve been thinking about Mourvèdre more and more this year and its place in 
Washington. Mourvèdre is a fantastic grape. What blows us away is its ability to 
retain red fruit characteristics. Most red varieties in very warm areas will quick-
ly turn to black fruit characteristics. While that can be okay, combined with the 
intense earthiness and funk, it would soon become tiring to drink. However, if 
one plants Mourvèdre in a blistering climate, it still stays red fruit and retains its 
freshness. 

The 2016 Mourvèdre is stunning, as is the 2017! Just you wait... We continue to 
be blown away by the complexity and intensity of the Mourvèdre from both Olsen 
and Alder Ridge Vineyards.  Each vineyard contributes something different.  We 
always say Olsen is all about freshness and aromatics.  Alder Ridge brings depth 
and structure. In 2016, we opted for all-out power.  This is a riper wine, atypical 
for us at Gramercy, but we feel the wine is still fresh and vibrant.  Alder Ridge 
stood tall in 2016. It’s the only Mourvèdre we used for the blend. It is brute force; 
down and dirty Mourvèdre.  We used just a bit of Cinsault from Olsen to fresh-
en and tidy up the edges.  So, in truth, this is a single vineyard Mourvèdre from 
Alder Ridge Vineyard, though we do not proclaim that on the label.  It can be our 
secret.

The 2016 L’Idiot du Village is 95% Mourvèdre from Alder Ridge Vineyard and 5% 
Cinsault from Olsen Vineyard. We fermented this with 70% whole cluster and 
aged the wine for 18 months in old oak. 

tastIng notes: berries and blaCkness. dark and deep but still has red 
fruits. that ClassiC burned pot roast. sCreams winter in front of the fire-
plaCe. dark red Cherry, plum, blaCkberry, peaCh skin. purple flowers. io-
dine, Cured meats, and spiCe. on the palate, its riCh and ripe but still fresh.  
expansiVe with full palate length. extremely long finish lasting minutes.
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BLend: 95% mourVÈdre, 5% Cinsault

VIneyard: alder ridge & olsen

agIng: 18 months in neutral frenCh 
punCheons & barrels

aLcohoL: 14.1%
WInery retaIL: 42
case ProductIon: 254 Cases

drInkIng WIndoW:  2020 - 2037  
*otherwise deCant for 2 hours

WIne enthusIast: 91 points

WIne & sPIrIts: 91 points

JeB dunnuck: 91 points


