2016 Les Collines Syrah
Walla Walla Valley
Taken from Les Collines’ website -

“I first tasted Syrah from Les Collines Vineyard during a visit to Walla Walla
in 2004. I immediately returned to New York, quit my Sommelier job, sold
everything we owned, moved to Washington, learned to make wine, started a
winery and produced our first Les Collines Syrah in 2005. Yeah, it’s that good
of a vineyard.” -Greg Harrington
The is a change we have hinted at for about a year. As Brandon and I have looked at
the future of Gramercy, we are moving toward a predominately single vineyard model for
Syrah. We are so fortunate to work with three of the best Syrah vineyards in Washington
State - Les Collines, Red Willow and Forgotten Hills. They are very different sites with
very different expressions. So why should we blend them? Why not take everything we
are doing, i.e. native ferments, sustainable viticulture, minimal intervention and apply
it to single vineyard Syrahs? And besides, the last few vintages of both the Deuce and
Lagniappe have essentially been single vineyard wines.
A quick review of Les Collines. Located in the Blue Mountains on the eastern side of
the Walla Walla Valley, Les Collines sits between 1,140-1,370 feet elevation and our sites
are on the upper slopes between 1,250 and 1,370 feet. We work with three of the upper
blocks at Les Collines - Block 36, Block 46 and Block 49. Block 46 is the base for John
Lewis Syrah. Block 49 is above Block 46 which we grafted from Cabernet Sauvignon to
Syrah in 2014. The upper slopes have near perfect drainage and exposure with shallow
topsoils. The roots must dig deep into the subsoils and bedrock for minerals, water and
nutrients. These factors create a healthier plant with perfectly balanced fruit.

Blend: 100% Syrah
Vineyard: Les Collines
Aging: 17 months in Neutral French
Oak Puncheons
Alcohol: 12.5%
Winery Retail: 54
Case Production: 456 Cases
Drinking Window: 2019 - 2035
Wine Advocate: 96 points

The 2016 Les Collines Syrah was fermented with native yeast ranging from 20 to 24 days
in concrete and stainless steel. As with most Gramercy Syrah, this wine was fermented
100% whole cluster. The wine was aged in a combination of neutral French oak 20 hectoliter (hL) Stockinger cask (or Foudre) and 500-liter puncheon for 15 months.

Tasting Notes: “Lavender, violets, black pepper, and game notes all emerge from
the 2016 Syrah Les Collines, a Côte Rôtie look-alike. Medium-bodied, fresh, and
lively, I love its balance as well as its depth of fruit. It should benefit from
short-term cellaring and keep for a decade.” - Jeb Dunnuck Barrel Sample

Jeb Dunnuck: 98 points
Other
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2015 Syrah

Columbia Valley

The 2015 Columbia Valley Syrah is, perhaps, the most complex and complete
release of this wine to date. Why? Most importantly, the 2015 vintage. The 2015
vintage is particularly strong for our cooler climate vineyards such as Forgotten
Hills and Oldfield because we were able to harvest later than usual with lower
than average sugar levels. The result - freshness, elegance, and complexity.
The 2015 vintage blend of this Syrah is similar to the 2014. We based the blend
on our estate vineyards Forgotten Hills and JB George. They provide a fresh,
earthy, acid driven base for the wine. The Yakima area vineyard Oldfield provides
red fruit and freshness. Ancient Stones Vineyard in the Rocks adds depth, structure and trademark flavors of pepper, smoke, and funk.
As with all of our wines, this wine dramatically benefits from a couple of years of age. A recent
offering from our friends at SommSelect had this to say about the 2014 Columbia Valley:

“We’ve got to give it up for Master Sommelier Greg Harrington: His Gramercy Cellars wines,
from Washington State, get better every vintage...We all know that Washington terroirs like
Walla Walla and Columbia Valley produce rich, powerful wines; what Greg and company
add to the equation is a complex savory aspect and delicate nuance that evokes the ‘Old
World.’ If you drink great wines from places like Saint-Joseph, Côte-Rôtie, and Cornas,
Gramercy’s 2014 will have you waving your American wine flag enthusiastically. I’d go as
far as to call this one of the best American-made Syrahs on the market right now, and a
wine which, over the last few years, has evolved from appealing newcomer to bona-fide
benchmark. It stands toe-to-toe with its French counterparts and remains very reasonably
priced to boot.”

Blend: 100% Syrah
Vineyards: Forgotten Hills, Oldfield,
Ancient Stones, JB George
Aging: 15 months in Neutral French
Oak Puncheons
Alcohol: 13.3%
Winery Retail: 36
Case Production: 538 Cases
Drinking Window: Now - 2030
Wine Advocate: 93 points
Jeb Dunnuck: 94 points

If you don't know about SommSelect, I can't recommend their offerings more enthusiastically. I buy many wines for my cellar from them: full retail, no friends of the owner benefits,
nothing. Ok, maybe once in a while I get a bigger allocation of something great and rare.

This wine is aged 15 months in neutral French barrels with about 56% whole
cluster. Usually, we tell you to wait to open our Syrah. However, this one is pop
and pour ready today. Or follow the usual instructions and it will reward you in
the future. Either way, we are really proud of this Syrah.
Tasting Notes: Red and dark fruits. Blueberry, raspberry, leather, saline.
Meat, smoke and that Rocks Funk. Violets, roses, tapenade and peppery
herbs. Rich, medium to full-bodied but with crisp acidity and energy. A
stunning representation of Washington Syrah.
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2016 Third Man Grenache
Columbia Valley

When we first started making Third Man, it would take us the same amount of
time to blend this wine as every other wine combined. To begin, we always start
with the basics, established in France a long time ago – 80% Grenache, 20%
Syrah. What does the wine need? Freshness and earth? Add Syrah. Meatiness
and tannin? Add Mourvèdre. Mid palate and a little something extra? Carignan.
We are not, however, wedded to this ratio. I can easily see a blend of 33% each
Grenache, Syrah, and Mourvèdre.
In 2012, we asked Olsen Vineyard planted head trained (Gobelet) Grenache for
us. This style of planting is the most prevalent in the world, dominates the great
vineyards of the Southern Rhone and is proven to make remarkable Grenache.
We are so excited for what this adds to The Third Man blend. This Grenache has
shown exceptional quality level for a planting so young. In fact, we are already
fermenting the block with 100% whole cluster. With the benefit of shading on the
clusters to prevent sunburn and getting fruit closer to the ground, we achieve
greater concentration of flavors and firmer structure in the grapes.

Blend: 75% Grenache, 13% Syrah,
12% MourvÈdre
Vineyards: Olsen, Alder Ridge
Aging: 15 months in Neutral French
Oak Puncheons
Alcohol: 14.1%
Winery Retail: 36
Case Production: 519 Cases
Drinking Window: Now - 2029

The 2016 Third Man is 75% Grenache, 13% Syrah, 12% Mourvèdre from Olsen
and Alder Ridge Vineyards. The Alder Ridge Vineyard contributes power and
structure, while the Olsen Vineyard lends elegance and grace to the blend. In
2015, the finished wine was 85% whole cluster. In 2016, we upped the stem percentage a bit to 90% whole cluster.
Tasting Notes: Cranberry, raspberry, blackberry, plum. Bright, fresh and
alive in the glass. Some white pepper, smoke, meat, black pepper, and red
flower. Dense and elegant on the palate with fresh acidity. Provence herb,
rock/mineral, black and blue fruit on the palate.

Wine Advocate: 96 points
Jeb Dunnuck: 98 points
Other
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2016 Gramercy Estates
Walla Walla Valley

Many people, even longtime Gramercy drinkers, don’t realize that we own three
estate vineyards. When in fact, after establishing the winery in 2005, one of the
first things Pam and I did was purchase a vineyard - our JB George vineyard. In
2007, we entered into a partnership with seven fantastic wine industry partners
to plant Octave Vineyard in the new Sevein area of Walla Walla AVA. We also
purchased Forgotten Hills Vineyard for Syrah in 2013.
Then we promptly forgot that we owned these two first vineyards. We did this
on purpose. Our goal with estate fruit was to let the vines mature as well as give
Brandon and me an opportunity to learn these vineyards. We wanted to get to the
point where they could stand alone as a wine. Now, 12-14 years on, we feel the
vineyards are ready to be shown as estate bottlings.
In the true nature of the MTA offerings, the actual wine will vary depending on
what the vintage gives us. Our first offering is an ode to Bordeaux. With a cooler
summer for the 2016 vintage, it was ideal for a Merlot based blend. During a
warm summer, the ripeness can get out of control for early ripening varietals like
Merlot. The 2016 vintage being cooler, we ended up with opulent, acid driven,
herbaceous and balanced fruit.
Blend: 80% Merlot, 10% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc
Vineyards: JB George Estate Vineyard
Aging: 22 months in 30% new French
Oak
Alcohol: 14.1%
Winery Retail: 70
Case Production: 217 Cases
Drinking Window: 2020 - 2036

Sourced entirely from our 5-acre JB George Vineyard, across the street from
Pepper Bridge Vineyard, the 2016 Gramercy Estate Red is a blend of 80% Merlot,
10% Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Cabernet Franc. The wine was fermented
with native yeast in a combination of concrete tank and closed top stainless steel
tank. The wine was pumped over 2 - 3 times a day. We aged it in 30% new French
oak for 22 months.
Tasting Notes: Mix of red and dark fruits. Ripe and lush, but still fresh.
Gravel, green herbs, cola, tar, cedar, red flowers, violets, plum. Medium
acidity with moderate tannins. A fantastic example of Walla Walla Valley
Merlot.

Wine Advocate: 96 points
Jeb Dunnuck: 98 points
Other
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2016 Holy Roller Syrah
Walla Walla Valley

A few years back, during one of those times when winemakers are hanging out
after a wine industry event, I said to our great friend Chris Figgins “Hey, can we
buy some Cabernet from you?” After giving me the well-rehearsed, you’re the 7
millionth person to ask me that, “yeah, no” look, he said “Well, I just purchased a
vineyard in the Rocks, and it would be perfect for Syrah. Do you want me to plant
a couple of acres?” A few years later, here we are, absolutely loving this new
Syrah planting and are so pleased to be adding it to our vineyard profile.
If you have visited Gramercy, you will know that we have a love-hate-apethetic
relationship with Rocks Syrah. It’s incredible on the nose but can lack freshness
and elegance. We tend to use it like salt and pepper in our blends. However,
Brandon and I discovered that we like vineyards that are located on the east end
of the area, near the town of Milton-Freewater. The wines here are fresher than
other areas while still having Northern Rhône aromatics - smoked meat, bacon,
black and green olive. We have used this area for another MTA Rocks based
wines - the Rock Steady Cuvée.
The Holy Roller Vineyard sits at 970 feet elevation and gently slopes to the west.
The Rocks vineyards are known for their cobblestone soil and this vineyard
stands out among them as one with 100% stones. It’s the latest ripening Syrah
vineyard in the Rocks we have worked with to date. We can already see it is a
fantastic vineyard as the fruit is elegant with amazing freshness.

Blend: 100% Syrah
Vineyard: Holy roller
Aging: 15 months in Neutral French
Oak Puncheons
Alcohol: 12.3%
Winery Retail: 60
Case Production: 144 Cases

The 2016 Holy Roller Syrah was fermented for 21 days with 50% whole cluster
and native yeasts. The wine was aged for 15 months in neutral French 500 liter
puncheons. In years to come, we see this as a recurring release MTA wine.
Tasting Notes: Red and blue fruit. Rocks funk, stone/granite/mineral, rose
petal, violet, smoked meat, black pepper. An extremely elegant version of
Rocks Syrah at 12.3% alcohol.

Drinking Window: 2019 - 2032
Wine Advocate: 96 points
Jeb Dunnuck: 98 points
Other
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