
2016 Third Man Grenache
Columbia Valley

When we first started making Third Man, it would take us the same amount of 
time to blend this wine as every other wine combined. To begin, we always start 
with the basics, established in France a long time ago – 80% Grenache, 20% 
Syrah.  What does the wine need?  Freshness and earth?  Add Syrah. Meatiness 
and tannin? Add Mourvèdre. Mid palate and a little something extra?  Carignan. 
We are not, however, wedded to this ratio.  I can easily see a blend of 33% each 
Grenache, Syrah, and Mourvèdre.

In 2012, we asked Olsen Vineyard to plant head trained (Gobelet) Grenache vines 
for us. This style of planting is the most prevalent in the world, dominates the 
great vineyards of the Southern Rhone and is proven to make remarkable Gren-
ache.  We are so excited for what this adds to The Third Man blend. This Gren-
ache has shown exceptional quality level for a planting so young. In fact, we are 
already fermenting the block with 100% whole cluster. With the benefit of shad-
ing on the clusters to prevent sunburn and getting fruit closer to the ground, we 
achieve greater concentration of flavors and firmer structure in the grapes.

The 2016 Third Man is 75% Grenache, 13% Syrah, 12% Mourvèdre from Olsen 
and Alder Ridge Vineyards. The Alder Ridge Vineyard contributes power and 
structure, while the Olsen Vineyard lends elegance and grace to the blend. In 
2015, the finished wine was 85% whole cluster. In 2016, we upped the stem per-
centage a bit to 90% whole cluster.

TasTing noTes: Cranberry, raspberry, blaCkberry, plum. brighT, fresh and 
aliVe in The glass. some whiTe pepper, smoke, meaT, blaCk pepper, and red 
flower. dense and eleganT on The palaTe wiTh fresh aCidiTy. proVenCe herb, 
roCk/mineral, blaCk and blue fruiT on The palaTe. 
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Blend: 75% grenaChe, 13% syrah, 
12% mourVÈdre

vineyards: olsen, alder ridge 
aGinG: 17 monThs in neuTral frenCh 
oak punCheons

alcohol: 14.1%
Winery reTail: 36
case ProducTion: 519 Cases

drinkinG WindoW: now - 2029
Wine enThusiasT: 90 poinTs

JeB dunnuck: 90 poinTs

sTeven Tanzer: 91 poinTs


